
Guns, Germs, and Steel Study Guide Section 

1. What do “guns” represent in terms of civilizations? 

2. What do “germs” represent in terms of civilizations? 

3. What does “steel” represent in terms of civilizations? 

4. The similarities between running a race in which people start at different places and how 

civilizations are created 

5. Geographic Luck 

6. Sedentary 

7. Domesticated – meaning and examples 

8. The FIVE STEPS that detail how civilizations advance and spread 

 

Enlightenment Study Guide Section 

1. Enlightenment 

2. Salons 

3. Reason 

4. Philosopher 

5. Enlightenment grew out of the Renaissance, Reformation, and Scientific Revolution 

6. Used Reason from Scientific Revolution to solve problems in GOVERNMENT and 

SOCIETY 

7. Many salons were organized by who? 

8. The two documents that were written by American Founders and were inspired by the 

ideals of the Enlightenment thinkers. 

9. Divine Right of Kings 

10. Individual Rights 

11. Social Contract 

12. Natural Rights 

13. Bill of Rights 

14. Constitutional Monarchy 

15. First THINKER to apply reason to problems found in politics 

16. Hobbes – people are naturally selfish and cruel; government must be strong and protect 

people from own selfishness 

17. Locke – Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; purpose of government is to protect 

people’s natural rights; believed in social contract; people can overthrow government if it 

fails to respect people’s rights; inspired Declaration of Independence. 

18. Montesquieu – separation of powers; government divided into three branches – each 

branch checks the others 

19. Voltaire – freedom of thought and expression and speech, religious tolerance; inspired 

First Amendment to Constitution 

20. Beccaria – rights of the accused; fair and speedy trial; innocent until proven guilty; no cruel 

and unusual punishments; inspired 6
th

 and 8
th

 amendments. 

21. Despot & Enlightened Despot 



French Revolution Study Guide Section 

1. What helped to inspire the French Revolution? 

2. The 3 Estates/Classes – who made up the First? The Second? The Third? 

3. What problems existed in France that increased the likelihood for unrest and revolution? 

4. King Louis the 16
th

 

5. Which estate was forced to carry the burden of the other two estates? 

6. The 97% grew angry due to the growing national debt, ongoing wars, and lavish spending of 

the King and the royal family 

7. Estates-General – what is it and why is it important? 

8. What happened after the vote at the Estates-General? 

9. Tennis Court Oath 

10. Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen 

11. The Storming of the Bastille – what was it and what did it officially start? 

12. Why did Austria and Prussia get involved in the French Revolution? 

13. The end of King Louis the 16
th

 

14. Guillotine 

15. Reign of Terror – what was it and how many people were killed? 

16. Who led a coup d’etat and took over power in France in 1799? 

17. Nationalism 


